
Allow all students to access a Canvas course after 

the course end date 

Canvas uses both an opening and closing date for terms, courses, and 
sections. This information comes from Colleague and limits a student’s 

access to a course. Unfortunately, students will not be able to access the 
course or submit an assignment beyond the course end date. To allow all 

students to access the course beyond the course end date, please do the 
following:  

Step 1: In Course Navigation, click the Settings link. 

 

 

Step 2: Click the Course Details tab. 

  



Step 3: Set Course Participation Dates. 

To set different participation start and end dates for your course, click the 

Participation drop-down menu [1] and select the Course option [2]. 

 

Step 4: Click the End calendar icon [1]. Click a new end date for the 

course [2]. 

 



Note: In your end date, if you do not set a time, or you set the end time to 
midnight, a warning icon will appear notifying you that the date prior to the 

set end date will be the last available day in the course. For instance, if the 
course were set to end May 5, the last full available date for the course 

would be May 4. 

 

Step 5: Restrict Course Access.  

You may change student access settings to allow or restrict students from 

viewing your course before the start or end date. When selected, the course 
is inaccessible outside course dates. If course dates are blank, students can 

participate in the course indefinitely. 

 

 

Step 6: Click the Update Course Details button. 

 



 

Step 7: Click the Sections tab. 

 

 

Step 8: To edit details for a section, click the name of the section.  

 

 

Step 9: In the sidebar, click the Edit Section button. 

 



Step 10: Enter the same dates (and times) you had previously set in 

Course Details, select the checkbox Users can only 

participate in the course between these dates and click 

the Update Section button.   

 


